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     Occasionally	a	door	opens	 that	 causes	

folks	 to	 use	 the	 phrase	 this	is	a	once	in	a	

lifetime	 opportunity.	 	 The	 curious	 thing	

about	 that	phrase	 is	 that	 it	assumes	eve-

ryone	will	once	have	such	an	opportunity.		

I	 am	 currently	 walking	 through	 a	 door	

that	many	have	spontaneously	described	

as	 once	in	a	lifetime,	 yet	 I	 am	 well	 aware	

that	this	one	is	far,	far,	and	far	better	than	

that.			

	

					For	over	a	decade	now	our	church	has	

held	a	sabbatical	policy	 for	 its	staff	 to	be	

afforded	 extended	 time	 off	 every	 seven	

years	with	the	purpose	of	rest	from	min-

istry	 and	 renewal	 for	 ministry.	 	 Almost	

two	 years	 ago	 I	 was	 made	 aware	 of	 a	

“sabbatical	grant”	for	pastors	through	the	

Eli	Lilly	Endowment.	 	Even	

though	 I	 knew	 virtually	

nothing	 about	 putting	 a	

grant	 together	 I	 thought,	

“Well…if	someone	wants	to	

give	 our	 church	 50k	 for	 a	

sabbatical	 experience,	 I’ll	

get	in	line	for	that!”			

	

					So	 after	 agreeing	 together	 with	 our	

Council	 to	 pursue	 this	 opportunity	 and	

developing	 a	 subcommittee	 from	 the	

Council	of	Kris	Savig	&	Jeremy	Siemers,	 I	

went	 to	work	 answering	 the	 basic	 ques-

tion	the	grant	asked;	“Pastor,	what	would	

make	your	heart	sing?”		It	truly	9loors	me	

to	 think	 there	 is	 an	 organization	 that	

wants	 to	 fuel	 the	 dreams	 of	 pastors	 and	

the	 local	church.	 	Eli	Lilly	simply	wanted	

to	 know,	 “If	 you	 had	 the	 cash,	 just	what	

would	 you	 do	 for	 sabbatical	 and	 what	

would	you	want	to	be	happening	 in	your	

church	 while	 you	 are	 away?”	 I	 literally	

was/am	9loored	when	they	said,	“Bert,	we	

love	the	plan,	go	for	it!”	The	following	is	a	

broad	brush	outline	of	what	will	be	mak-

ing	my	heart	sing	and	what	the	plan	is	for	

the	summer	so	that	this	is	not	a	church	on	

pause	moment,	but	is	a	summer	of	unique		

opportunities	 that	 signi9icantly	 move	 us	

forward.			

	

					From	 May	 29th-August	 21st	 I	 will	

“pilgrim”	in	six	major	areas	with	the	over	

all	 hope	 to	 Find	God	in	the	Ordinary,	 the	

theme	of	the	sabbatical	experience.			

	

1.	 Solo	Backpacking	 This	 journey	 will	

begin	 with	 some	 time	 to	 unplug	 on	 my	

own	for	a	few	nights	right	up	the	Poudre	

Canyon.			

2.	Walking	the	“Camino”	My	family	will	

spend	 just	 over	 a	 week	 walking	 the	 Pil-

grim’s	 journey	 of	 the	 his-

toric	 Camino	de	Santiago	

in	 Spain.	 	 For	 over	 1,200	

years	 Christians	 have	

been	 walking	 The	Way	of	

Saint	 James	 and	 encoun-

tered	 God	 in	 surprising	

and	refreshing	ways.			

3.	 U2	 Pilgrimage	 To	 know	 me	 is	 to	

know	 few	 things	 are	 more	 in9luential	 in	

my	own	faith	than	the	music	and	lives	of	

the	band	U2.		We’ll	spend	a	short	week	in	

Dublin,	 Ireland	 visiting	 some	 of	 major	

sites	that	made	the	band	what	they	are.			

4.	Home	Base	Here	the	family	will	have	

its	 longest	stay	of	six	weeks	 in	a	country	

village	in	Chianti	just	outside	of	Florence,	

Italy.	 	We’ll	 take	short	day	trips	through-

out	 Italy	 and	 spend	 long	 unhurried	 days	

reading,	 journaling,	 playing,	 and	 seeking	

God’s	presence.			

5.	Marriage	Renewal	Heather	and	I	will	

then	spend	a	long	week	together	alone	in	

Greece	(with	her	mother	staying	with	our	

kids).	 	We’ll	enjoy	time	on	the	beach	and	

“Pastor,	what	

would	make	

your	heart	

sing?”	
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use	 several	 days	 touring	 some	 of	 Paul’s	

journey	in	the	book	of	Acts-as	we	will	be	

preaching	through	this	book	beginning	in	

the	fall.			

6.	 Sealing	 the	 Sabbatical	Upon	 return	

I’ll	spend	just	under	a	week	at	the	Center	

for	 Action	 and	 Contemplation	 in	 Albu-

querque	New	Mexico	(it’s	basically	a	real-

ly	awesome	Franciscan	Monastery).		See-I	

told	 you	 it	 was	 better	 than	 once	in	a	life-

time!		

	

					Perhaps	 one	 of	 the	 richest	 aspects	 of	

the	 sabbatical	 grant	 process	 is	 that	 the	

Endowment	 has	 pastors	 not	 only	 think	

through	 what	 their	 dream	 would	 be	 for	

their	 time	away,	but	also	

what	 would	 fuel	 and	

move	 the	 congregation	

forward	 as	 the	 Pastor	 is	

out.	 A	 full	 10k	 of	 the	

grant	will	be	used	to	fund	

the	 following	 opportuni-

ties	for	the	congregation.			

	

					1.	 	 Guest	 Speakers	 Half	 of	 the	 Sun-

days	we	will	be	using	outside	guests	high-

lighted	with	Chris	Webb	president	of	Ren-

ovare,	Kline	Snodgrass	professor	 at	 North	

Park	Seminary,	 and	Kyle	Strobel	 a	 budding	

author	and	son	of	Lee	Strobel.	Also,	from	

outside	 our	 body	 we’ll	 experience,	 Jeff	

Morgan	 of	 Abyssinian	 Covenant,	 Bob	Seal	

of	 Young	 Life,	 and	 Katie	 Martinez	 of	

Crossroads	 Covenant.	 	 The	 other	 half	 of	

Sundays	 will	 be	 supplied	 by	 Tom	 Glossi	

preaching	once	a	month	and	congregation	

members	 new	 to	 our	 pulpit	 (but	 not	

church)	 Greg	 Yancey,	 Peter	 Hahn,	 and	

Shawna	Linstedt.			

					2.	 	Practicing	the	Presence	Book	and	

Small	Group.	 	The	 classic	 book	 will	 be	

given	 to	 the	 congregation	 Practicing	the	

Presence	of	God	by	 Brother	 Lawrence	 and	

then	one	time	small	groups	for	those	de-

siring	to	discuss	their	9indings	will	be	of-

fered	in	June.		

					3.		Poudre	Canyon	Day	Retreat	A	day	

retreat	will	be	offered	up	the	canyon	sim-

ilar	 to	 our	 previous	 contemplative	re-

treats	 that	 gives	 focus	 to	 our	 individual	

and	 corporate	 practice	of	the	presence	of	

God.			

					4.		Training	Intensive	This	is	the	BIG	

ONE!!	 	 We	 are	 bringing	 out	 professor	

Kline	 Snodgrass	 from	 North	 Park	 Semi-

nary	 in	Chicago	 to	host	a	weekend	semi-

nar	 giving	 an	 overview	 of	 the	 book	 of	

Acts.	 	 In	addition	to	this	 the	Thursday	 and	

Friday	prior	to	that	week-

end	event,	we	are	rallying	

folks	 to	 attend	 this	 years	

Summit	 simulcast	 confer-

ence	sponsored	by	Willow	

Creek	Church.	A	hand	 full	

of	 leaders	had	an	 incredi-

ble	 experience	 at	 this	

event	 last	 summer	 and	 it	 lands	 perfectly	

the	 two	 days	 before	 Kline’s	 conference	

with	 us.	 	 So	we	 are	 strongly	encouraging	

everyone	 to	 block	 off	 the	 time	 from	

Thursday	 through	 Sunday	 to	 engage	 in	

this	 truly	 magni9icent	 intensive	 training	

experience.		Aug	9-12	

	

					To	mark	 this	unique	 time	 in	 the	 life	of	

our	 church	 we	 will	 host	 a	 gathering	 of	

prayer	and	sending	 in	May.	Then	we	will	

have	a	time	of	celebration	over	a	meal	for	

the	 telling	of	stories	about	what	God	has	

done	with	us	towards	the	end	of	the	sum-

mer.		

	 With	great	anticipation									

	 (who	wouldn’t	be?!)	

	 Your	Pastor-Bert	

...strongly		

encouraging			

everyone…	

to	engage	in	this	

truly	magni9icent	

intensive	training	

experience.			

                                    

...what	would	fuel		

and	move	the		

congregation	forward	

as	the	Pastor	is	out.		
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970.223.6507  |   info@fccov.org   |   www.fccov.org 

Have	a	re9lection	or	story	you’d	to	like	to	

share?	Let’s	start	by	contacting	the	of9ice.	


