
D E V O T I O N A L

WEEK 4REACHING THE UNCONVINCED 
Researchers tell us (and so does paying attention to life) that if a human 
experiences something that is good (a good deal, kind word, anything 
positive) we will share it with at least four other people. There is 
almost a biological necessity to share the good we have experienced. 
Think of players after they’ve won a game, everyone knows they won, 
yet they naturally shout it out, “We won!” We see this truth as the 
Good News spread in the book of Acts. 

SCRIPTURE
Take a read through Acts 4. Verses 19,20 say it all. But Peter and 
John answered them, “Whether it is right in God’s sight to listen to 
you rather than to God, you must judge: for we cannot keep from 
speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 

•  In reflecting on just this past week, what have been the type of 
subjects that you are naturally sharing about?  

•  It’s counterintuitive that wherever the Good News goes, starting 
from the very beginning, there are always those who deeply resist. 
What would you note as the chief reasons people today resist the 
Good News?  

•  Amazing things break out when a group of people allow the Spirit 
to lead them, like healings, sharing of goods, etc. Take some time to 
reflect on the amazing things that have shown up over your life time 
because of the Spirit’s leading. 

STORY OF FAITH: EUGENE PETERSON’S MOM
Many know the wide influence of Eugene through his translation of the 
Bible called The Message. Few know how deeply his mother influenced 
him and others. Throughout Eugene’s memoir he sites his parents with 
great affection but never gives their names, perhaps for their privacy.  

Eugene grew up in rural Montana, his mother was just over five feet 
tall, strikingly beautiful and passionate to share the love of Jesus with 
others. She would take her young son, starting at the age of four, to 
the surrounding small towns of the northern Rocky Mountains that 
were populated with transient lumberjacks and minors. There she 
would host her own Sunday night services in one room school houses 
and meeting halls.  Her zealous desire to share the Good News 
motivated her to somehow round up rough crowds of hard working 
men. Equipped only with her accordion, guitar and four-year-old son 
she would lead the men in old sentimental gospel songs.  In between 
spitting their tobacco juice out the window they would cry unashamedly 
honking into their red bandanas. Then she would preach.  Telling the 
great stories of scripture and how Jesus was changing lives today.  

Eugene reflects on how deeply those times influenced the communities 
and his own life in Christ. He looks back with wonder at how once 
the idea to share Christ got ahold of her she simply found a way to 
do it.  She used her unique gifts and methods that perfectly fit 
cultural context of her time.  As a passion for Christ increasingly 
grips our own hearts we too will find more ways to share, in fact, we 
cannot keep from speaking about the what we have seen and heard!

EXERCISE: 
It’s impressive that in Acts 4 they are praying for boldness when in 
fact they are already living with incredible boldness! This week pray 
for that same boldness and take one simple step to invite someone 
to a meal praying that God would provide a way for you to share 
something of how the Good News has changed your life. 

WEEK 5SACRIFICE
Perhaps at our deepest levels we all want to be a part of something 
that is larger than our own existence and requires all of who we are 
for it to come together.  When we are able to see a better tomorrow 
because of the sacrifices we are making today, somehow the sacrifices 
don’t seem as burdensome.  They turn into an honor. Many report 
this is their experience of raising a child or serving their country. 
Yes, those can be costly experiences, but when we see what it’s all for 
we are even glad to make the contribution.  

SCRIPTURE
In Nehemiah 6 we are told that vision of rebuilding the wall was 
accomplished in only fifty-two days.  For 92 years the people lived in 
fear and defeat. A vision was held up, sacrifices we’re made and a new 
day was born.  

•  Read through chapters 8 & 9. Israel confesses, celebrates and 
commits again to the ways of the Lord, life is back to what God 
desired for them.  In part because of the sacrifices they made. It’s 
been said that the two great delusions that most churches live under is 
that we can grow without change and that we can change without 
sacrifice. At this point, do you have a sense that God is calling you to 
sacrifice for his church?  

STORY OF FAITH: RUPERT CECIL
Born the heir apparent to the Guinness fortune and brewery Rupert 
married Gwendolin and received a wedding gift of £ 5 Million. Instead 
of indulging as the rest of the wealthy did at that time he moved with 
his new bride into the slums and launched a crusade to ease the plight 
of the poor. His social class was scandalized, the common folk in 
Ireland were moved and media did not know what to do with it.  

Far from glorious, during their seven years in the slums, they knew 
tragedy. A pregnant Gwendolin got in a car accident and their child died. 

Rupert was eventually elected to Parliament where he gained a reputation 
as a compassionate soul and fierce fighter for reform.  Along the way 
his sacrifices eased unnecessary suffering and changed lives.

EXERCISE
It’s a bold and risky prayer: This week, ask the Lord to reveal to you 
where or how you can sacrifice for the Kingdom of God. 

WEEK 6COVENANT

Quite simply, it’s who we are, Council Tree Covenant Church.  As 
culture unreflectively and relentlessly pursues deeper levels of 
individual autonomy and only remains committed when our immediate 
benefit is perceived, we choose covenant, with our God and with each 
other.  There are few things in life that give us greater strength than 
knowing someone has our back, thick or thin, that they are with us. 
In this sense a covenant is far from a restraint; it’s what gives us flight.  

SCRIPTURE
•  Read through Genesis 12.1-3 & 15. What strikes us as a very odd scene 
with the smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passing between the animal 
parts was actually the cultural way to make a covenant with someone.  
An animal was cut in two and people walked between it as a sign of 
their covenant, similar to a signature or hand shake today.  

•  The stunning element of the episode is that it is the Lord who walks 
the covenant for us.  Some have said it is the theme of the Bible; we 
get off track, God remains faithful.  Take some time this week to soak 
in and list out some of the ways God has remained faithful to you.  

STORY OF FAITH: BACK TO HUDSON TAYLOR
Hudson is known for the incredible ways God used him to bring Good 
News to China. What is often not known is his slow start.  His first 
years were troubled and without much success. He nearly died in 
China’s civil war, faced the opposition of anti-Western factions, the 
threat of cannibals (really!) and a callous reception of other Western 
missionaries. On top of this he lost a child.  

While on furlough in 1865 he walked the beach at Brighton and on 
June 25 determined that he simply could not leave his field, China 
was his life.  In part, it was the strength of Hudson’s covenant that 
gave God the room to use him in such a powerful way.  

EXERCISE
This week our body gathers for two major events. 1. Ash Wednesday, 
where we join with the church global to be reminded of our own 
mortality and remember what matters most  2.  Saturday’s Academy 
event on Transformation and Change.  To be further transformed 
into what God dreams for us requires ongoing change, we do well to 
give our attention to better understanding transformation and 
change dynamics. Consider participating in these events to as we 
round the final turn of this journey. 

•  Sunday at worship we will take our first practical step (there will be 
many more to come) towards this vision. We will give the opportunity 
to respond to the question, “God, what do you have for me in this?” 
and offer an 18 month above and beyond financial commitment to 
support this vision God has for us. 



IT’S DINNER TIME!  

Church we are believing that at this unique time in our 

life together God has set a table for us, a table that is 

our shared future and is calling out, Dinner Time!  In 

2016 we turn 35 and are profoundly grateful for the 

bold imagination and deep sacrifices that have 

brought us to where we are today. Likewise, our heart 

races a bit faster as we take a look at what God has 

placed on our banquet table for the years to come.  

This guide is designed to help us better engage together 

what God is calling us towards. Ultimately in this process 

you are being asked if you will join in this journey, 

centrally by going to the Lord in prayer in an open posture 

of, “Lord, how would you have me in all this?”  

This devotional provides ways that we can engage God 

in prayer, encounter scripture, hear a few stories of 

faith and try on some exercises that can cause us to 

grow in spirit.  The big idea is simply that our whole 

church would together go on this spiritual journey 

we’re calling Dinner Time and respond to whatever God 

is calling us to do.  

Move through this guide slowly and let the Lord weave 

something new into your soul.  Some days I really 

can’t believe how fortunate I am to be walking with 

you all on journeys like this. 

Bert

WEEK 1THE CALL OF GOD
As we begin this journey we realize it must all be about the call of 
God on our church.  It’s humbling to consider that the God who is 
above everything actually calls each one of us to join in the great 
mission of the Kingdom.  

SCRIPTURE
Throughout the great story the call of God literally comes in almost 
every imaginable way for a wide variety of purposes. If scripture 
teaches us anything about the call of God it’s that God will do it 
however God wants to do it!

•  Read through Nehemiah 1 & 2 and reflect upon how Nehemiah 
spotted and received God’s call.  

•  Perhaps it is not as specific as Nehemiah’s but what would you 
describe the call of God on your life to be? 

STORY OF FAITH: HUDSON TAYLOR
Hudson is one of the most highly regarded missionaries in centuries.  
He spent 51 years in China where he established twenty mission 
stations, sent nearly a thousand missionaries into the field, trained 

some seven hundred Chinese 
workers, raised more than four 
million dollars and left behind a 
thriving Chinese church of 
125,000.  With a life like that you’d 
think his call was some kind of 
lightning bolt experience, when 
actually it was quite simple. 

He was converted at seventeen when 
he was innocently looking for a book 
to read in his father’s library. He 
stumbled upon a tract titled “It is 

finished” and decided he had to know exactly what it was that was 
finished. By the time he read it through and searched out some of the 
answers for himself he was a follower of Christ.  Months later, on 
December 2, 1849 he was in prayer when the matter of China came to 
his mind. It reminded him of the time when he was four and he told his 
parents, “When I am a man I mean to be a missionary and go to China.” 
This early episode and the sense he received in prayer together 
confirmed his call and he began preparations to take the Gospel to the 
Chinese people. That really was all there was to the call of one of the most 
influential missionaries of all time.  

Let’s not get hung up on waiting around for lightning bolts, rather, 
let’s get into the exciting work of what we sense God calling us to do.  

EXERCISE
Often others can see us better than we can see ourselves.  This week, 
ask someone who knows you very well, “What would you describe the 
call of God on my life to be?” See if you can leave plenty of space for 
this conversation and if it’s possible try to do it live. Usually 
different things come up when we are physically with others, rather 
than communicating on line.

WEEK 2LEANING INTO OUR ASSETS 
It seems very clear to see how God would want humans to put our most 
rigorous thought, wisdom from the past, and creative imagination to 
the task of raising crops. Certainly God would not want us to just wait 
around and see what happens to grow and whatever the ground produces 
is what we eat.  The same is going to be true for the individual life we live 
and the same is going to be true for how we live together in community 
as a church.  

SCRIPTURE
When the very first people to set out to live in community under the rule of 
the resurrected, Jesus and the power of his Spirit, they quickly discovered it 
required all of their resources to find harmony and fulfill their mission. 

•  Read through Acts 6.1-7. Reflect upon what happens when the group 
faces a new challenge of organization and then what happens when it 
organizes well. How have you perhaps seen that in our church in our time?  

•  Read through Nehemiah 3 reflecting on the critical role that 
thoughtful organization plays in seeing vision become a reality.  

•  Read through Nehemiah 4. Every time anyone steps forward with a 
plan it will invariably be criticized, for there will always be a reason not 
to do something. Criticism can come from both the exterior and the 
interior and is often enough to derail vision all together.

•  Note again how important it is that the people are well organized and 
deal directly with the resistance that is coming against the vision that 
God has given them. 

•  Just in your own life, how have you responded to criticism that has 
come your way when you were acting on what you sensed God wanted 
you to do?  If that has never happened, how do you reflect on the 
absence of criticism?  

STORY OF FAITH: THE USHER
In 1934 a revival was happening in North Carolina. Two fourteen-year-old 
boys walked up to the tent, looked around, heard the music, and 
identified it as some kind of church event so they turned around and 
started to leave. An usher approached them and said, “Young men, you 
might like this. We have some seats over there.” He lead them to the open 
seats and they stayed for the evening. An invitation to follow Christ was 
offered and both the teenagers gave their lives to Christ. One of them was 
a tall skinny kid named Billy Graham, the other was his best friend and 
eventually his 50-year partner in ministry, Grady Wilson.  

Of course God has a way to accomplish what God desires to accomplish, 
but what would have happened to the world if that usher did not reach 
out to those two teens?  When the different parts of the body are 
operating as they were designed to, miracles happen.  When feet walk, 
ears hear, or teeth chew, that is, when the body is ordered something 
beautiful always comes together.  

EXERCISE
One of our greatest assets as Christ church is the depth of our connections. 
Many at Council Tree enjoy strong, real relationships and meaningful 
ways to use our gifts.  

•  This week, take some time to think on how you have been blessed by 
some person here and write out a letter to them letting them know how 
God has used them in your life. Go old school on this one and use 
snail mail, they will want to keep a hard copy. 

WEEK 3REACHING THE MARGINALIZED 
A community like ours that desires to better reflect the Kingdom of 
God will look more and more like the type of people who naturally 
gathered around Jesus, a mixed bag of community leaders, common 
folk, and those who live on the margin of society.  As we look forward as 
a church, part of God’s dream for us is that we would be a people rich 
in relationship with the kind of mixed bag that Jesus kept company with.  

SCRIPTURE
Read through Luke 14.1-24, & 15.1. These are some of the most 
challenging words Jesus offers. We notice that he both asks us to 
initiate with the marginalized and that they are drawn to him.  

•  Reflecting upon your own life, how would you say that Jesus desires 
for those on the margins has played out with you?

STORY OF FAITH: DR. THOMAS BARNARDO
Barnardo received a fiery faith from his Plymouth Brethren upbringing 
that gave him a strong desire to join the mission field.  Council from 
wise friends convinced him to study medicine, and that turned out to 
be one of the best gifts to England in the later part of the 19th century.  

Barnardo had a passion for the marginalized street children that lead 
him to take a risk. While still in medical school, he rented an old donkey 
stable and started a “ragged school” to get a few children off the streets.  
One evening Barnardo noticed one of the boys was lingering after 
classes were over, Jim Jarvis. He had an interaction that changed his life. 

“Come, my lad, had you better get home? It’s very late. Mother will 
be coming for you.”  
“Please sir, please let me stay. I won’t do no harm.” 
“Your mother will wonder what kept you so late.”
“I ain’t got no mother.”
“Haven’t got a mother, boy? Where do you live?”
“Don’t live nowhere.”
“Well, but where did you sleep last night?” 

From there little Jim took Barnardo out every evening for weeks 
showing him where the abandon orphans of London slept on the 
streets each night.  The experience sent Barnardo into a tour de 
force for reform.  He was given a large home as a wedding gift and 
turned it into a sixty-acre village for children, by 1906 there were 
1,300 girls living in sixty-six cottages. 

Barnardo found families for these orphans with unprecedented 
success. Between 1882-1901 8,046 children found homes in 
Canada. By the time he died in 1905 over 8,000 children were 
living in 132 orphan homes he established and more than 4,000 
had been placed with families in England and some 18,000 found 
homes in Canada and Australia.  

This all started with Dr. Barnardo meeting little Jim. Developing 
relationships with folks on the margins of society changes us and 
changes the world; it’s part of Jesus ingenious plan for transformation.  

EXERCISE
For most of us at Council Tree one of the things we don’t worry 
about each day is how we are going to get somewhere. We jump in the 
car and go.  This week, just as a small way to empathize, try using 
public transportation to get everywhere you need to go for a day.  
Challenge yourself, select a day that has you running around town. 


